Our four columns, therefore, lie all night, under arms, about Rohrs-dorf: and again by morrow's dawn are astir in the old order, crunching far and wide the frozen ground; and advance, charged to the muzzle with potential battle. Slightly upwards always, to the actual watershed of the country; leaving Wilsdruf a little to their right. Wilsdruf is hardly past, when see, from this broad tahlelaud, top of the country: ' Yonder is Rutowski, at last;—and this new Wednesday will be a day !' Yonder, sure enough: drawn-out three or four miles long; with his right to the Elbe, his left to that intricate Village of Kesselsdorf; bristling with cannon ; deep gullet and swampy brook in front of him : the strongest post a man could have chosen in those parts.
The Village of Kesselsdorf itself lies rather in a hollow; in the slight beginning, or uppermost extremity, of a little Valley or Dell, called the Tschoneugrund,—which, with its quaggy brook of a Tschone, wends north-eastward into the Elbe, a course of four or five miles: a little Valley very deep for its length, and getting altogether chasmy and precipitous towards the Elbe-ward or lower end. Kesselsdorf itself, as we said, is mainly in a kind of hollow : between Old Leopold and Kesselsdorf the ground rather mounts ; and there is perceptibly a flat knoll ov rise at the head of it, where the Village begins. Some trees there, and abundance of cannon and grenadiers at this moment. It is the southwestern or leftmost point of Rutowski's line; impregnable with its cannon-batteries and grenadiers. Rightwavd Rutowski extends in long linea, with the quaggy dell of Tschoneugrund in front of him, parallel to him ; Dell over deepening as it goes. North-eastward, at the extreme right, or Elbe point of it, where Griine and the Austrians stand, it has grown so chasmy, we judge thut Gviine cau neither advance nor be jidvanced upon : so we leave him standing there,—which he did all day, in a purely meditative posture. Rutowski numbers 35,000, now on this ground, with immensity of cannon; 32,000 we, with only the usual field-artillery, and such a Tschonengrund, with its half-frozen quagmires ahead. A ticklish case for the old man, as he grimly reconnoitres it, in the winter morning.
Grim Old Dessauer having reconnoitred, and rapidly considered, decides to try it,—what else ?—will range himself on the west side of that Tschouengrund, horse and foot; two lines, wide as Rutowski opposite him ; hut means to direct his main and prime effort against Kesselsdorf, which is clearly the key of the position, if it can be taken. For which end the Old Dessauer lengthens himself out to rightward, so as to out/lank Kesselsdorf;—neglecting Griine (refusing Griine, as the soldiers say) i—'our horse of the right wing reached from the Wood called Lerchenbusch (Larch-Bush) rightward as far as Freyberg road ; foot all between that Lerchenbusch and the big Birch-tree on the road to